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August 23", 2007
Ms. Lori A. Bear
Executive Director,
Port of Palm Beach

Mr. L. F. Dennin I
Regional Administrator,
FRA Atlanta Division

Mr. H. W. Blalock
General Manager Operations
FEC Railway.

Mr. Clarence D. Williams
Chief of Police,
Riviera Beach Police Department

Dear Madame and Sirs:

8210 NW 172" Street
Miami, FL 33015

Office: 305-819-7796
Fax: 305-820-4830
Cell: 786-348-5771

Email: FLtrujilloUTU@aol.com

This letter is in reference and as follow up to my original letter to Mr. H. W. Blalock,
dated March 21, 2007. The letter was in reference to concerns over the safety of the rail

operations over an internal port crossing at grade.

This letter also addresses responses received by this Office, both in writing and verbally,

from Ms. Lori Bear and from Mr. L. F. Dennin and his Staff.

I have informally followed up with our Local Officer in the area as to the situation and
progress in this regard. I am most disappointed to hear that the unsafe situation continues

to exist, unabated and with no apparent solution in sight.

Other than issuing reflective vests to FEC Crews, whenever working this crossing and
some cleaning of the clutter of signs found by me in the course of the audit performed at
the site and reported to you, no other steps have either been taken nor followed through

with.
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I ask that you please inform this Office of the results of the review conducted by the Rai
Safety Consultants the Port employed, to identify possible solutions to the situation I
specified as one of concern. This Office never was advised of the outcome.

I will quote from my notes, from conversations with Mr. Blalock of FEC, Mr.Wolfe of
the FRA and Ms. Bear from the Port of Palm Beach. The main reason given for not
incurring any major expenses at this time to better provide crossing protection at this
particular crossing, was that The Port intended to close this crossing sometime in July of
2007. This timeline seems to be a constant, however as of this date, the Avenue E
Crossing is still in operations and we have no reports of progress in opening an entrance
at the south end of the Port.

Please inform this Office of any progress or plans for progress and actual timeline for the
construction and completion of such project. We are prudent and understanding in
seeking reasonable and practical solutions to safety problems, we cannot however, allow
our Members to be unnecessarily exposed to dangers.

Additionally, Law Enforcement at the Avenue E crossing continues to be apparently
nonexistent, particularly during the times that FEC Crews attempt to flag this crossing
without getting run over by the still inordinately high percentage of drivers who ignore
our Crews’ attempts to stop the traffic and run the stop signs. Mr. Wolfe of the FRA
informed me that he attempted to visit with Officials at the Riviera Beach Police
Department to no avail.

I must post the question, Does this denote a lack of sufficient resources to adequately
enforce the Traffic Laws and Florida Statutes within the Port by the agency entrusted
with security? During my audit in early March 2007 I showed the uniformed Officer
posted at the Port that day, the dismal results of my audit. He then observed how, in plain
view of him, vehicles still ran through the stop signs at that crossing, although obviously
at a much lesser rate than without his obvious presence.

Please advise your opinion as to why this crossing continues to have such a high incident
of run through stop signs and weather stricter Law Enforcement can be expected to
safeguard this crossing.

Furthermore, please inform this Office of any Operation Lifesaver presentations already
conducted at the Port of Palm Beach for the benefit of both employees and truck drivers
as outlined in Mr. Dennin’s letter dated April 26‘“, 2007. 1 also request that this Office be
informed of any scheduled classes so that a UTU representative may attend such.

I look forward to your responses and to tangible progress towards ensuring the safety of
Railroad Crews operating at this crossing as well as the vehicles that traverse it.
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UTU Florida Lqgislative Director

Cc: John C. Hancock, General Chairman UTU
Jim Barlow, Vice Local Chairman UTU
Kenneth Brookins, Local Chairman UTU
John McPherson, FEC Rwy COO & President
Dave Maddux, Superintendent Safety, FEC Rwy

Rick Ingleman, DOT Inspector
Port of Palm Beach District Board of Commissioners

Attachments: original letter, Ms. Bear and Mr. Dennin response



